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TRICHOCERA MEIGEN, 1803; PROPOSED ADDITION TO THE 
OFFICIAL LIST OF GENERIC NAMES IN ZOOLOGY 
(INSECTA, DIPTERA). Z.N.(S.) 1407 


By Christine Dahl (Zoological Institute, University, Lund, Sweden) 


This application was first published in 1961, Buli. zool. Nomencl. 18 : 203- 
205. The Commissioners did vote on the proposals presented on page 205 
of that application but as a result of comments received from the Commissioners 
no decision was reached. The case is now re-presented taking these comments 
into account. 


The object of the application is to seek the addition of the well-known 
name in Diptera Nematocera, viz. Trichocera Meigen, 1803, to the Official 
List of Generic Names in Zoology, and from this follows the application to 
place the family-group name TRICHOCERIDAE Crampton, 1924 on the Official 
List of Family-Group Names in Zoology. The application is the result of the 
invitation to specialists to deal with certain dipteran names established by 
Meigen, 1803 which was published in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 18 : 31. 


Meigen (1800, Nouv. Class.: 15) erected a genus Petaurista said to contain 
two “espèces”, but no species was named. Meigen’s paper was placed on the 
Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Works in Zoological Nomenclature, 
Title No. 66 in Opinion 678 (Bull. 20 : 339) and therefore Petaurista Meigen 
is no longer available. In any case it was a junior homonym of Petaurista 
Link (1795, Beytr. Naturg. 1:78, Mammalia). However, Hendel in 1908 
(Verh. zool. bot. Ges. 58 : 47) placed Tipula hiemalis De Geer in Petaurista 
and it thus became the type-species by subsequent monotypy. 


In 1803 (Versuch Gattungs Eint. europ. Zweifl., Illiger Mag. Ins. Kund. 
2 : 262) Meigen established Trichocera. It is evident from the description 
that this name was intended to replace Petaurista. T. hiemalis De Geer, 1776, 
is the only originally included species, therefore the type-species by monotypy. 
Trichocera has been widely used, by numerous authors. It ts the type-genus 
of the family TRICHOCERIDAE Crampton, 1924 (Psyche 31 : 239). Since Meigen 
did not expressly propose Trichocera as a replacement for Petaurista (see Code, 
Article 67(i)), it is Hendel’s action and not Meigen’s that made the two names 
objective synonyms. 


Tipula hiemalis was described by De Geer in 1776. (Mém. Hist. Ins. VI: 
360-361, pl. 21, figs. 1,2). It has been claimed that this work is non-binominal 
and thus is not available (see Hottes, 1954, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 9 : 166-173) 
but I feel that the problem of T. hiemalis De Geer must be dealt with apart 
from the question of the availability of De Geer’s work, since the species is 
widely referred to in literature and has been used by a great many authors. 
(The Opinion which dealt with Hottes’ application, Opinion 398, stated that 
Aphis pini Linnaeus, 1758, was to be interpreted by reference to the description 
given by De Geer in volume 3 of Mem. Hist. Ins. for the taxon to which he 
applied the non-binominal name Aphis nudi pini etc.). 
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An examination of the De Geer collection in the Riksmuseum at Stockholm 
revealed that no specimens of Trichocera remain. Under the label Tipula 
hiemalis there are three specimens of Tipula pagana Meigen (det. Bo Tjeder, 
Falun). It is clear that De Geer had a species of Trichocera before him, 
from both his description and his illustrations. It is known that the De Geer 
collection was rearranged at least once and it seems very possible that the 
above tipulid specimens, at such a rearrangement of the collection were placed 
under T. hiemalis accidentally. These tipulid specimens are not available for 
selection of the neotype. I hereby reaffirm my neotype selection, made in 
Bull. zool. Nomencl. 18 : 204, paragraph 7, of a Swedish specimen of Tipula 
hiemalis De Geer, 1776. The neotype is a pinned male specimen, labelled: 
Upl. Uppsala, Ultuna, 7.10.1949, Ossiannilsson, leg, and because objections 
were raised against the deposition in the Riksmuseum, De Geer collection, 
the specimen is placed in the collections of Swedish Diptera in the Entomo- 
logical Museum, Lund, where also other Trichocera types are kept. In 1921 
(Tijdschr. Ent. 64 : 86, fig. 125) de Meijere presented a detailed, illustrated 
revision of the species involved. 

I understand that the Commissioners do not need to approve this selection 
under the plenary powers, as they do not undertake to study specimens in any 
collection, this being a taxonomic point and not nomenclatural. Therefore I 
withdraw proposal (1) of the original application, and ask the International 
Commission to: 

(1) place the generic name Trichocera Meigen, 1803, (gender: feminine) 

type-species, by monotypy, Tipula hiemalis De Geer, 1776, on the 
Official List of Generic Names in Zoology; 

(2) place the specific name hiemalis De Geer, 1776, as published in the 
binomen Tipula hiemalis and interpreted by the neotype designated 
by Dahl, 196) (the specific name of the type-species of Trichocera 
Meigen, 1803) on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology; 

(3) place the family-group name TRICHOCERIDAE Crampton, 1924 (type- 
genus Trichocera Meigen, 1803) on the Official List of Family-Group 
Names in Zoology. 


